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What’s At Risk?
Starting at the headwaters in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains and
emptying into the Atlantic Ocean, the Altamaha River system is the longest
free-flowing—and largest intact—water system on the Atlantic Coast.
Beginning at the confluence of the Ocmulgee and Oconee rivers, the Altamaha
River flows 137 miles, passing through bottomland hardwoods, longleaf pine
forests, cypress swamps, historic rice fields and forms one of the highest quality
and most expansive estuarine and salt marsh systems in the world.

More than 120 of the watershed’s plants and animals are imperiled, including
the federally endangered red-cockaded woodpecker and seven freshwater
mussels found no where else in the world. Bald eagles and swallow-tailed kites
soar overhead, while the largest southern populations of the federally
endangered shortnose sturgeon and the imperiled Atlantic sturgeon inhabit
the waters. 

One of the three largest watersheds on the Atlantic Seaboard, the 14,400-square mile
Altamaha River watershed supports more globally imperiled plants and animals than any other
river system in Georgia. A valuable economic resource for the forestry, fishing, agriculture and
tourism industries, the Altamaha is truly Georgia’s Mightiest River.
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However, the health of the river system is in
jeopardy. Incompatible land use practices, such as
the conversion of natural areas for development
and forestry, are contributing to the decline of the
river system. Additionally, water withdrawals, the
proposed removal of submerged logs, and the spread
of non-native invasive species such as Chinese
tallow and the flathead catfish create multiple
stresses that degrade the entire river system. 

Science Guides Our Work
Since 1969, The Nature Conservancy has helped to
protect more than 79,000 acres of land in the
lower Altamaha River watershed through
acquisitions, voluntary conservation easements, and
management agreements with landowners.

Protecting a Way of Life. In partnership with
businesses, industries,
tourism boards and
conservation
organizations, The
Nature Conservancy
is developing and
encouraging
compatible practices
that allow for the
continuation of
traditional land and
water uses while
ensuring a healthy
river system. 

Conservation on the Ground. The Nature
Conservancy’s scientists conduct ecological
inventories, prescribed burns, hydrological
assessments and aquatic research in and along the
Altamaha River. The Nature Conservancy
partnered with the Georgia Department of Natural
Resources to determine the status of freshwater
mussels in the Altamaha River, specifically the
Altamaha spiny and the Altamaha arc mussels.
Scientists continue to monitor the status of these
declining mussel species. 
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